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Project Summary:   
 
While cross-jurisdictional sharing is promoted as a means of improving effectiveness and 
efficiency of local public health services and as a way to help local health departments meet 
accreditation standards, the evidence for their utility in actually achieving these results is limited. 
The study proposed will examine the performance of a set of SSA created by local and tribal 
health departments (LTHD) in Wisconsin. The study aims to: 1) Describe the characteristics 
(purpose, number of partners, timeframe, legal form, program focus, resource level) and 
expected outcomes of each SSA, 2) Measure the extent of implementation of  each SSA, 3) 
Measure SSA performance, 4) Examine relationships between LTHD organizational 
characteristics, prior motivations, prior collaboration, SSA characteristics, extent of 
implementation, and SSA performance using two level hierarchical modeling methods, 5) 
Document change over baseline in use of SSA among LTHDs in Wisconsin. Data will be 
collected from primary (interviews and a survey) and secondary (archival review and existing 
database) sources. Mixed analytic methods will be used including latent class analysis and two 
level hierarchical regression modeling. Study findings will be translated to suggested guidelines 
for using SSA and study results will be disseminated to public health practice, policymakers, 
and researchers through a webinar, state and national conference presentations, a written 
policy brief, a video accessed through the Center for Sharing Public Health Services, and a peer 
reviewed manuscript. The study will be conducted in collaboration with the Wisconsin Public 
Health Practice Based Research Network and with consultation from the Network for Public 
Health Law. This study will contribute evidence on the effectiveness of the approach, attributes 
of effective approaches, and trends in use of cross-jurisdictional sharing arrangements in local 
public health.  

 


