
  

 
 

Announcing the launch of a new project to benefit public health practice 
 in Wisconsin and beyond 

 
What is the project?  

The "New to Public Health (N2PH) Project” is an academic-practice collaboration between 
the UW-Madison and public health professionals in Wisconsin designed to adapt, disseminate, 
and evaluate an existing residency program for new public health professionals.   

 
What are the goals of the N2PH project?  

Public health nurses (PHN) from local health departments in southeast (SE) Wisconsin, with 
technical assistance from the SE Department of Public Health Regional Office, designed and 
delivered an innovative 6-month residency program called the SE Wisconsin PHN Residency 
Model and Toolkit to help new-to-public-health-practice nurses obtain tools and resources 
needed for their roles. This new academic-practice collaborative project (N2PH) was designed 
using “dissemination & implementation” design principles to expand on the initial success of 
the SE Wisconsin PHN Residency. The goals of the N2PH Project are to answer these 
questions:  

1) What would make the residency program successful in rural areas of the state? 
2) What would make the residency useful for public health professionals who are not nurses?  
3) What changes would make the residency useful for public health professionals in states beyond 

Wisconsin?  
4) Can the residency program be as successful in a rural region compared to the urban region for 

which it was originally designed?   
5) Does participation in a public health residency program that supplements local orientation 

practices lead to greater knowledge and skill development than participation in local orientation 
only?    

 
Who is involved in the N2PH project?  

Project leaders are Dr. Susan Zahner from the School of Nursing and Dr. Ajay Sethi from the 
School of Medicine and Public Health. Project consultants are Dr. Deb Heim, PHN Consultant, 
Office of Policy and Practice Alignment, Division of Public Health, and Ms. Julianna Manske, 
PHN, City of Franklin Health Department. Project staff include Paula Bizot, Wisconsin Public 
Health Research Network (WPHRN) project manager. The project was endorsed by Wisconsin 
Association of Local Health Departments and Boards-Northeast Region, Northeastern 
Wisconsin Area Health Education Center, Association of Public Health Nurses, and WPHRN.   

 
Who is funding the N2PH project?  

The project is funded by the UW-Madison Institute for Clinical and Translational Research-
Community Academic Partnerships and the Wisconsin Partnership Program. The project is 
funded for 18 months (2019-2020).  

 
How can I be involved in the N2PH project?  
 You can be involved by volunteering for a community advisory team, participating in the 

residency program, or volunteering to complete a survey.  
 

For more information about the project:  
Call Dr. Susan Zahner at 608-263-5282 or email susan.zahner@wisc.edu  
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