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A Note from the WPHRN Project Manager
Hello WPHRN members. I hope you are feeling the optimism spring can bring!
WPHRN has recently supported two dissemination and implementation (D & I) grant
proposals that are under review: one related to dissemination of the southeast
Wisconsin public health nurse residency program model and toolkit; the other related
to D & I of health equity tools. We were happy to partner with WPHRN members on these, and if the
proposals are successful, we will be inviting member involvement in the studies.

A reminder that 2019-2021 WPHRN membership certificates were emailed to you on February 11th. We
used a service called SimpleCert to help automate the distribution. The from address of the email would
have been "Wisconsin Public Health Research Network <noreply@simplecert.net>." If you did not receive
an email with your certificate, were unable to download your certificate, or need changes to your
certificate, let me know. I'll be happy to assist you.
 
Thank you, Paula Bizot, MS, BSN, RN

New WPHRN Brief: Assessing Interest in a Public Health Residency Program  
Most new staff hired to fill public health positions in local, state, and tribal agencies have not received
comprehensive training and education specific to public health core competencies before they are
hired. Although residency programs for clinical nursing professionals are common and highly effective at
increasing workforce capability and decreasing turnover, such programs specific to public health
professionals are rare. WPHRN Translating Evidence to Practice in Public Health Intern, Carly Holmes,
RN, BSN, PhD(c), conducted a survey to determine interest in such a program. Results indicate there is
strong interest in and support for a residency program among public health professionals and health
directors. Click here to read the brief.

WPHRN Steering Committee
WPHRN is looking for new steering committee
members from local or state level health
departments and academic research
organizations from around the state. Steering
committee members volunteer to serve
renewable 2-year terms. They provide valuable
insights from their diverse experiences and
participate in the following:

https://mailchi.mp/af90dfa429b5/wphrn-april-newsletter?e=[UNIQID]
https://nursingwphrn.wiscweb.wisc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/630/2019/04/N2PH-Research-Brief-Final.pdf


Two to three 1-hour telephone conferences per year
Proposal review for research to be conducted in coordination with the network
Responses to information requests from the WPHRN co-chairs or network staff
Dissemination of research conducted through the network
Communication with other public health practitioners and researchers in their organizations
Promotion of public health research within their organizations and professional associations
Strategic planning for network sustainability

Please contact Paula Bizot or Susan Zahner if you are interested in supporting the mission of WPHRN in
this manner.

Member Publication

Rebecca Hovarter, DNP, PHN-A, RN, CPH of the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay co-authored an
article entitled "Succession Planning in Public Health: Addressing Continuity, Costs, and Compliance"
(Nurse Leader, 16(4), 253–256). The article features a quality improvement project done in an Ohio local
health department by Renee Payne, MSN, RN, a student at UWGB at the time, and her committee  Doug
Gieryn and Cindy Draws from the Winnebago County Health Department . It discusses how health
departments can address the 3 c's of succession planning using forecasting tools, robust workforce
development tools, metrics, and predictive analysis, and hence mitigate the risks associated with the loss
of key leaders. 

Events & Professional Development 
ASTHOConnects: Federal Initiatives to Address Environmental PFAS Contamination
April 25th 2-3 PM CT learn from EPA and CDC/ATSDR about public health initiatives addressing PFAS
contamination across the country. EPA will discuss the agency’s PFAS Action Plan, as well as ongoing
research to assist public health officials. CDC/ATSDR will share resources to help public health officials
address PFAS contamination and describe ongoing and future efforts to assess human exposure. Click
here to register.

Nurses Week at UW-Madison School of Nursing
Elizabeth Schenk, PhD, MHI, RN-BC, FAAN, from Washington State University will present a keynote
presentation, Environmental Stewardship in Nursing: A Call to Action, to students, alumni, and

community members on Thursday, May 2nd from 10:15-11:30 a.m. in the Signe Skott Copper Hall
Auditorium. This event is free and open to the public.

Wisconsin Center for Nursing Annual Conference 
This conference will be held June 7, 2019 at Waukesha County Technical College – Pewaukee Campus.
WPHRN co-director, Susan Zahner, DrPH, MPH, RN, FAAN, will present on the results of the Wisconsin
2017 RN Workforce Survey during Workshop 1. See the conference website for details.
 

RWJF Research-in-Progress Webinar Series

This ongoing webinar series enables investigators whose awards are in-process or completed to share
their work and disseminate findings more rapidly. Investigators report on research on systems and
services to build a culture that enables all in our society to lead healthier lives.

Member Spotlight
Patrick Remington, MD, MPH received one of
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this year’s University of Wisconsin Chancellor’s
Distinguished Teaching Awards presented by
Chancellor Rebecca Blank on April 10, 2019 at
the Pyle Center. Dr. Remington is a Professor of
Population Health Sciences, Associate Dean for
Public Health, and the Director of the UW-
Madison Preventive Medicine Residency
Program. In addition to his teaching, he conducts
research to examine ways to improve public
health surveillance methods and outcomes. He
led the development of the Wisconsin County
Health Rankings program, which has now
evolved into a major national program based at
the UW–Madison Population Health Institute.
Congratulations, Dr. Remington!

 

Funding Opportunities
The WPHRN regularly reviews funding opportunities and compiles a list of those that may be relevant to
public health practice research. Use the funding opportunities to develop a research project for WPHRN
sponsorship or consider collaborating with the network on a research study or dissemination project. Click
here to review our list of funding opportunities.

Wisconsin Public Health Research Network
Linking and supporting public health practitioners and researchers in order to answer questions and

disseminate discoveries applicable to improving practice and population health.

Visit us at https://wphrn.nursing.wisc.edu/
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