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February 2019 Edition

A Note from the WPHRN Project Manager

Hello WPHRN members. I hope your 2019 is off to a good start. Dr. Susan
Zahner and I have been busy discussing potential funding opportunities
and research ideas with some of you. As always, if you have a research
question you'd like to explore that could improve public or population
health, please contact us.

In January, I worked with researchers at the University of Washington to organize a webinar for WPHRN
members on the topic of uniform chart of accounts. The researchers presented on a project they have
underway, one in which Wisconsin local health departments can participant. Two Wisconsin health
departments are already participating, and we'd like to see several more!  Additional information on
uniform chart of accounts and study participation is below.
 

Thank you, Paula Bizot, MS, BSN, RN

Membership Certificates

WPHRN 2019-2021 membership certificates were sent out February 11. We used a service called
SimpleCert to generate and distribute our nearly 300 member certificates. If you did not receive an email
with your certificate or were unable to download your certificate, please contact Paula Bizot at
pbizot@wisc.edu. Additionally, please note that we have changed from an annual to a two/three-year
cycle for distributing certificates as reflected by the dates on the certificate. Should any information on
your certificate require updating, let us know, and we will make the updates and reissue your certificate.
Also, if you have changed positions or if you think other information may have changed, you can complete
the form at https://www.wphrn.nursing.wisc.edu/join/ and we’ll update our database.  
 

Research Opportunity: Uniform Chart of Accounts for Public Health Agencies

The WPHRN and University of Washington public
health researchers joined together January 15 to
discuss the adoption of a uniform chart of

https://mailchi.mp/2249f82b6584/wphrn-february-newsletter?e=[UNIQID]
http://www.wphrn.nursing.wisc.edu/join/


accounts by public health agencies. The Uniform
Chart of Accounts Project at the University of
Washington is working with public health
agencies in Wisconsin and around the nation to
enable them to crosswalk financial data from their
existing general ledgers and make comparisons
to other agencies. The uniform chart of accounts
is intended to complement—but not replace—
existing financial accounting systems.
Expenditures and revenues are broken down into
major programs and capabilities that correspond
with the Foundational Public Health Services
Model areas and capabilities. With the support of
the University of Washington research team,
participating local health departments can
crosswalk, or map, the corresponding categories
from their accounting systems into the uniform
chart of accounts categories. 

If you’d like to learn more about the project, you
can view slides from the webinar here, or contact
Paula Bizot at pbizot@wisc.edu with questions or
for a recording of the webinar.  There’s still time
to participate!

 

PFAS: Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances

PFAS has been in the news a lot lately.  This presentation by
the Green Science Policy Institute provides an overview and
information on what is happening on the issue nationally. 

PFAS are a group of over 3,000 man-made chemicals that have
been in use since the 1940s. Manufacturing and processing
facilities, airports, and military installations that use firefighting foams are some of the main sources.
However, PFAS have been found in many consumer products such as cookware, food packaging, and
stain repellents.They may be released into the air, soil, and water, including sources of drinking water. Two
types of PFAS, PFOA and PFOS, are the most studied among the chemical group. Although PFOA and
PFOS have been voluntarily phased out by industry, they are still persistent in the environment. The
federal government currently does not regulate any PFAS.

Studies on human health effects of certain PFAS indicate these substances may affect growth, learning,
and behavior of infants and older children; lower a woman’s chance of getting pregnant; interfere with the
body’s natural hormones; increase cholesterol levels; affect the immune system; and increase the risk of
cancer.

You can read about how Wisconsin is confronting the issue here.

Member Spotlight

Kim Whitmore, PhD, RN  is an assistant
professor at the University of Wisconsin School
of Nursing and also serves as an affiliate on the
Public Health Program Faculty at the UW School
of Medicine and Public Health. Dr. Whitmore is
interested in better understanding and
addressing the needs of families of children with

In addition to being an educator and research
scientist, Dr. Whitmore has more than 15 years of
experience working with communities as a home-
care nurse manager, local health officer, policy
section chief, and state health plan officer for the
Wisconsin Division of Public Health.

https://coa.phastdata.org/
https://wphrn.nursing.wisc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/630/2019/01/UCOA_Presentation_20190115_WPHRN_final.pdf
https://greensciencepolicy.org/january-2019-pfas-update-2/
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/pfas/health-effects.html
https://www.wpr.org/wisconsin-takes-pfas-groundwater-contamination


special healthcare needs using a health services
and systems approach. The overall goal of her
research is to inform the development of a care
delivery system that promotes family self-
management in families of children with special
healthcare needs across the lifespan in order to
optimize individual and family outcomes and
promote health equity. Check out Dr. Whitmore's
recent work on racial and ethnic disparities and
factors associated with unmet needs in families
of children with special healthcare needs.

 

Events & Professional Development 
RWJF Systems for Action Research-in-Progress Webinar Series

Housing for Health: Assessing the Cross-Sector Impacts of Providing Permanent Supportive
Housing to Homeless High Utilizers of Health Care Services (Feb. 27)
Community Complex Care Response Team to Improve Geriatric Public Health
Outcomes (March 13)
The Impact of Integrating Behavioral Health with Temporary Assistance for Needy Families to
Build a Culture of Health across Two-Generations (March 27)

American Public Health Association Webinars

National Public Health Week: Social Media 101 (Feb. 27)
Protecting the Health of Children: A National Snapshot of Environmental Health Services (Feb. 28)

2019 Omaha System International Conference: A Key to Practice, Documentation and Information
Management
The Omaha System International Conference will be held April 3-5, 2019 in Eagan, Minnesota. The
conference offers opportunities to discuss (1) using a standardized terminology and generating powerful
data in practice, education, and research settings; (2) gaining knowledge about using electronic health
records across diverse settings; and (3) exchanging health information. 

Funding Opportunities

The WPHRN regularly reviews funding opportunities and compiles a list of those that may be relevant to
public health practice research. Use the funding opportunities to develop a research project for WPHRN
sponsorship or consider collaborating with the network on a research study or dissemination project. Click
here to review our list of funding opportunities.

Wisconsin Public Health Research Network
Linking and supporting public health practitioners and researchers in order to answer questions and

disseminate discoveries applicable to improving practice and population health.

https://wphrn.nursing.wisc.edu/documents/racial-and-ethnic-disparities-and-factors-associated-with-unmet-needs-in-families-of-children-with-special-healthcare-needs/
http://systemsforaction.org/research-progress-webinars#022719
https://www.apha.org/events-and-meetings/webinars
http://www.omahasystem.org/conferences.html
http://www.omahasystem.org/conferences.html
https://wphrn.nursing.wisc.edu/resources-2/funding-opportunities/


Visit us at https://wphrn.nursing.wisc.edu/
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