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A Note from the WPHRN Project Manager
Hello WPHRN members. Happy new year!  I am looking forward to an exciting year
working with you to connect public health researchers and practitioners. Dr. Susan
Zahner and I would like to extend a warm welcome to several new steering committee
members: Christina Beach-Baumgartner, Victoria Faust, Julia Dickson-Gomez, Amy
Harley, and Rebecca Hovarter. Additionally, Angela Nimsgern has become a co-chair.
We thank departing members of the steering committee, as well as Sue Kunferman,
former co-chair, for their years of service. 

Below you will find an update on the New to Public Health Practice Project, which is proving to be a great
example of a community-academic partnership involving some of our members. WPHRN is also in the
process of planning two webinars with public health researchers. Look for more information on those
below and via future correspondence.

As always, feel free to reach out to me if you have public health research ideas or needs you would like to
discuss.

Wishing you a happy, healthy 2020!

Paula Bizot, MS, RN

New to Public Health Project Update

The New to Public Health (N2PH) Project is an academic-practice collaboration between UW-Madison
and public health professionals in Wisconsin who seek to adapt an existing public health nurse residency
program for rural areas and for all public health professionals. The N2PH Project recently completed 12
community advisory team meetings. Through these meetings, two advisory teams comprised of 22 public
health professionals with diverse perspectives and backgrounds provided recommendations and insight
to the N2PH research team for adapting the residency program. Discussions occurred via WebEx over a
three-month period. Here is what one advisory team member had to say about her experience: “...this kind
of a process shows that it’s such a collaborative process in public health, that everyone is so willing to
help each other… and I’m really excited to be a part of this and I’m really excited for this to come to our
region.” Findings of the advisory team meetings will be used to prepare an adapted toolkit to guide
implementation of the residency in the northeastern region of Wisconsin beginning in April 2020. There
are many ways to be involved in this project through its adaptation, implementation, and recruitment of
residents, or by formally participating in the residency. Please reach out to N2PH project manager,
Hannah Hayes, at hhayes@wisc.edu for more information about how you can be involved in this
innovative project.

https://mailchi.mp/31f76487b633/wphrn-september-newsletter-3961851?e=[UNIQID]
mailto:hhayes@wisc.edu


Deer-Related Research Featured in
UW Nelson Institute Issue Brief

Nelson Institute Issue Briefs summarize scholarship from UW-
Madison on key environmental issues. The latest brief, entitled
“Deer: Ecology, Hunting and Chronic Wasting Disease”, presents
important information and research findings on chronic wasting
disease, safe hunting, and deer impacts on forests.

 

New Map Tool Shows Potential for Lingering Impacts of Historic Mining in
Southwest Wisconsin

The University of Wisconsin–Madison Department of Soil Science recently released maps showing the
legacy of lead and zinc mining in Southwest Wisconsin. The digitized maps show areas where
contamination from historic mines may be found in Green, Lafayette, Grant and Iowa counties. They do
not show the results of soil tests. Rather, the maps are built on mining company records of where lead and
zinc were prospected, mined, extracted and smelted.

Geoffrey Siemering, a researcher in the Department of Soil Science, says the maps show an unfortunate
overlap of lead and people. “The health effects of lead, especially for children, are largely irreversible.
Preventing exposure is the best defense, and although this is not great news for parts of the affected
counties, we feel it’s essential to get the information out so people and communities can plan in order to
minimize health risks," said Siemering.  More information and links to additional resources are available
here.

Nurses for Healthy Environments Podcast Featuring Dr. Susan Zahner

Each week, Beth Schenk, PhD, MHI, RN-BC, FAAN, an environmental health nurse champion, talks with
nurses from around the country who are leading the profession in addressing environmental health issues
and making changes big and small to make our world healthier for everyone. In December, Dr. Schenk
interviewed WPHRN co-director, Susan Zahner, DrPH, RN, FAAN, about her commitment to public health
and nursing. Check out the podcast here!

WPHRN Steering Committee Update

Ten members comprise the WPHRN steering committee, five from public health practice and five from
academic research settings, with a co-chair from each setting. Steering committee members come from
local health departments, the Wisconsin Division of Public Health, and several academic organizations.
Current steering committee members and their affiliations are listed below.

Christina Beach-Baumgartner, MPH – Southern Regional Director, Wisconsin Division of Public Health,
Office of Policy & Practice Alignment

Linda Conlon, MPH, BAN, RN – Health Officer, Oneida County Health Department

https://nelson.wisc.edu/news/issue-brief/nelson-issue-brief-deer.pdf
https://snapmaps19.snapplus.wisc.edu/
https://news.wisc.edu/maps-showing-potential-for-soil-contamination-issued-for-wisconsins-lead-zinc-mining-district/
https://envirn.org/podcast/season-3-4-dr-susan-zahner-a-champion-for-public-health/
https://wphrn.nursing.wisc.edu/staff/beach-baumgartner-christina/
https://nursingwphrn.wiscweb.wisc.edu/staff/conlon-linda/


Victoria Faust, MPA, PhD(c) – Action Researcher and Evaluator, University of Wisconsin – Madison,
Population Health Institute, Mobilizing Action Towards Community Health Group

Julia Dickson-Gomez, PhD – Professor of Epidemiology, Medical College of Wisconsin, Institute of Health
and Equity

Amy Harley, PhD, MPH, RD – Associate Professor, University of Wisconsin – Milwaukee, School of Public
Health

Rebecca Hovarter, DNP, APHN-BC, CHP, RN, Senior Lecturer, Nursing and Health Studies, UW – Green
Bay

Susan Kunferman, MSN, RN – Health Officer, Wood County Health Department

Angela Nimsgern, MPH, BA, CPH – Northern Regional Director, Wisconsin Division of Public Health,
Office of Policy & Practice Alignment – WPHRN Steering Committee Co-Chair

Darren Rausch, MS, BA  – Director/Health Officer, Greenfield City Health Department

Susan Zahner, DrPH, RN, FAAN – Associate Dean for Faculty Affairs and Vilas Distinguished
Achievement Professor, University of Wisconsin-Madison, School of Nursing – WPHRN Steering
Committee Co-Chair

Events & Professional Development
WPHRN Webinar: Uniform Chart of Accounts Update
Please join WPHRN co-director, Dr. Susan Zahner, Wauwatosa Health Department health officer, Laura
Conklin, and the Public Health Activities and Services Tracking team February 6 at 11:00 CT for an
update on the Uniform Chart of Accounts (UCOA) project and its use at the Wauwatosa Health
Department. The UCOA enables public health agencies to operate more efficiently by organizing the total
costs of programs and services into categories based on the Foundational Public Health Services model.
Click here for details on how to join the webinar.

Using Change Management Strategies to Facilitate Cross-Jurisdictional Sharing  
Join the Center for Sharing Public Health Services January 24 for a conversation with Heather Weir,
Director of the Office of Strategy and Performance in the Colorado Department of Public Health and
Environment. Weir has been trained in change management and will share key change management
concepts and strategies to help plan and implement cross-jurisdictional sharing agreements. Register
here.

CARE U Training
The Center for Aging Research and Education (CARE) is offering a 2-day train-the-trainer session (June

2nd and 3rd, 2019) for those interested in supporting the education of direct care staff who work with older
adults. Applications for the training are being accepted through February 1. 

Green Bag Lunch/Green Tea Webinar Series
The Alliance of Nurses for Healthy Environments is hosting the Green Bag Lunch/Green Tea webinar
series dedicated to discussing the health implications of food and agriculture. The next webinar is
February 3 and will focus on food insecurity. Register here.

RWJF Research-in-Progress Webinar Series 
This ongoing webinar series enables investigators whose awards are in-process or completed to share

https://uwphi.pophealth.wisc.edu/staff/faust-victoria/
https://wphrn.nursing.wisc.edu/staff/dickson-gomez-julia/
https://uwm.edu/publichealth/people/harley-phd-mph-rd-amy/
https://wphrn.nursing.wisc.edu/staff/hovarter-rebecca/
https://nursingwphrn.wiscweb.wisc.edu/staff/kunferman-sue/
https://nursingwphrn.wiscweb.wisc.edu/staff/nimsgern-angela/
https://nursingwphrn.wiscweb.wisc.edu/staff/rausch-darren/
https://nursingwphrn.wiscweb.wisc.edu/staff/zahner-drph-rn-faan-susan/
https://wphrn.nursing.wisc.edu/2020/01/21/wphrn-webinar-uniform-chart-of-accounts-update-february-6-2020/
https://wphrn.nursing.wisc.edu/2020/01/21/wphrn-webinar-uniform-chart-of-accounts-update-february-6-2020/
https://phsharing.org/whats-new/
https://khi.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_K2scfpm3QfC0UezifAwstQ
https://care.nursing.wisc.edu/care-u-for-direct-care-staff/
https://envirn.org/category/continuing-education/green-bag-lunch-green-tea-webinar-series/
https://envirn.org/calendar/green-bag-lunch-green-tea-webinar-series-food-insecurity/
http://systemsforaction.org/research-progress-webinars
http://systemsforaction.org/research-progress-webinars


their work and disseminate findings more rapidly. Investigators report on research on systems and
services to build a culture that enables all in our society to lead healthier lives.

Funding Opportunities
The WPHRN regularly reviews funding opportunities and compiles a list of those that may be relevant to
public health practice research. Use the funding opportunities to develop a research project for WPHRN
sponsorship or consider collaborating with the network on a research study or dissemination project. Click
here to review our list of funding opportunities.

Wisconsin Public Health Research Network
Linking and supporting public health practitioners and researchers in order to answer questions

and disseminate discoveries applicable to improving practice and population health.

Visit us at https://wphrn.nursing.wisc.edu/
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