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A Note from the WPHRN Steering Committee Co-Chair
Hello WPHRN members! Thank you for your continued partnership with the
Network. The Public Health Accreditation Board (PHAB) agrees that these
research-practice linkages are of significant value in assuring high functioning
health departments that implement evidence-based practices and have strong
relationships with academic institutions. In addition, PHAB requires participation
in research agenda-setting, practice-based research networks, or other research
efforts (see PHAB Domain 10 for additional research-related requirements).

If you are pursuing voluntary national public health accreditation, I encourage
you to reach out to the WPHRN for support and documentation that can assist
you in showing your involvement in activities that will meet the requirements for Domain 10. As the health
officer of an accredited health department, I would also be happy to connect and provide guidance. Feel
free to contact me at skunferman@co.wood.wi.us.

Thank you, Sue Kunferman, Wood County Health Officer

New WPHRN Brief: Considering a survey to inform your CHA? 
Local and tribal health departments (LTHDs) commonly use primary and secondary data to inform
community health assessments (CHAs). Tracy Mrochek  (University of Wisconsin-Madison School of
Nursing), John Stevenson (University of Wisconsin Survey Center), and Christina Beach-Baumgartner 
(State of Wisconsin Division of Public Health, Office of Policy and Practice Alignment) recently teamed up
to assist LTHDs in determining when the use of a survey is appropriate for obtaining data for CHAs. A
brief they authored on this topic is available on the WPHRN website. It serves as a starting point to assist
LTHD leaders in thinking through the steps to decide if a survey should be implemented; determining the
best method(s) to use; and increasing their knowledge about the general assets, deficits, and various
considerations of commonly used survey methods.

Save the Date- Get on Board PHAST! 

Join the Wisconsin Public Health Research Network and the University
of Washington Public Health Activities and Services Tracking (PHAST)
team January 15, 2019 at noon CT to learn about adoption of the
Uniform Chart of Accounts by state and local public health agencies.
The Uniform Chart of Accounts enables public health agencies to
crosswalk financial data from their existing general ledgers and make
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comparisons to other agencies. The PHAST team will discuss project background and goals, value for
participants, and information on how to join. Don't miss this train, save the date! Webinar details to come.

Events & Professional Development
RWJF Research-in-Progress Webinar Series

Through this series, investigators share their discoveries and new evidence of ways to align delivery and
financing systems to support a culture of health.

Financing and Service Delivery Integration for Mental Illness & Substance Abuse  (Dec. 5)
Sector Specialization in the Provision of Public Health Services (Dec. 19)
Improving Population and Clinical Health with Integrated Services and Decision Support (Jan. 9)

Free Online Continuing Education Opportunities 
The University of Wisconsin-Madison Interprofessional Continuing Education Partnership offers free
online continuing education courses. Here are a few that may be of interest:

Tobacco Use and Dependence: An Updated Review of Treatments
Recognizing and Managing Suicidal Risk
Nutrition and Healthy Life Choices
Adult Immunization Update

Graduate Student Summer 2019 Internship
The Wisconsin Department of Health Services, Environmental Public Health Tracking Program is seeking
an independent, self-starting graduate student to help prepare and stage data for its online data portal as
well as support other projects during the summer of 2019. This is a paid internship, expected to last about
400 hours, which may be used to meet graduate program requirements.  If interested in more information,
please contact Jenny Camponeschi (jennifer.camponeschi@wi.gov). Applications are due December 14,
2018. 

Data Spotlight

What do data for Lyme disease probable cases, hepatitis A
immunizations, and alcohol outlet density have in common?  They
are now available on the Wisconsin Environmental Public Health
Tracker. State of Wisconsin data for Lyme disease incidence
(crude rate) is now calculated with both confirmed and probable
cases.  Previously, it was calculated with confirmed cases only. 
This change is applied to all years of data from 2008 onward and
gives communities a better sense of the total Lyme disease
burden. Immunization data starting with 2017 now also include
that for hepatitis A.  Additionally, for the first time, Wisconsin
Environmental Public Health Tracker is displaying measures
related to alcohol, specifically, alcohol outlet density. 

      

Funding Opportunities
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The WPHRN regularly reviews funding opportunities and compiles a list of those that may be relevant to
public health practice research. Use the funding opportunities to develop a research project for WPHRN
sponsorship or consider collaborating with the network on a research study or dissemination project. Click
here to review our list of funding opportunities.

Member Spotlight

Christina Beach-Baumgartner, MPH, is the Director for the Southern Regional
Office, Division of Public Health. The Division of Public Health Regional Offices
provide contract monitoring, technical assistance, and training related to public
health infrastructure. Regional Office staff also connect local and tribal health
department partners with subject matter experts in the Division of Public Health
to assist with disease prevention, education, and data analysis. The Southern
Regional Office (based in Madison) serves as a liaison between the Division of
Public Health and 16 Local Health Departments in the region. We are committed
to supporting our partners by providing information to strengthen the public
health system through the promotion of sound organizational competencies,
strengthening community partnerships and use of evidence-based initiatives or promising-practices to
protect and promote the health and safety of the people of Wisconsin. Previously, Christina served two
years in Uganda as a Peace Corps volunteer with a community-based organization that focused on HIV
prevention and education. On a more personal note, Christina is a “pet parent” of two adorable cats (Clay
and Minerva), a Big Sister (mentor) to a wonderful Little Sister, and a 10-year Madison resident who grew
up in Theresa, Wisconsin (Dodge County).

Supporting Evidence-Based Practice

If you have questions applicable to improving public or population health through evidence-based practice,
WPHRN can help connect you to researchers. If you are a research looking to initiate a study or
disseminate findings relevant to population health or public health practice, or if you are looking to
collaborate with public health agencies or those utilizing their services, WPHRN can support the research
process and facilitate partnerships with public health practitioners. Contact us at WPHRN@son.wisc.edu
or contact WPHRN Research Champions, John Meurer, MD, MBA (jmeurer@mcw.edu) and Susan
Zahner, DrPH, RN, FAAN (Susan.Zahner@wisc.edu), directly to discuss how together we might promote
evidence-based public health practice and improve population health!

Wisconsin Public Health Research Network
Linking and supporting public health practitioners and researchers in order to answer questions and

disseminate discoveries applicable to improving practice and population health.

Visit us at https://wphrn.nursing.wisc.edu/

 

https://wphrn.nursing.wisc.edu/resources-2/funding-opportunities/
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/lh-depts/counties.htm
https://wphrn.nursing.wisc.edu/


Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
 

This email was sent to <<Email Address>> 
why did I get this?    unsubscribe from this list    update subscription preferences 

UW · 701 Highland Ave · Madison, WI 53705-2202 · USA 

https://wisc.us19.list-manage.com/profile?u=a8ac0a537864a1f0fb582f34c&id=d795b1050c&e=[UNIQID]
https://wisc.us19.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=a8ac0a537864a1f0fb582f34c&id=d795b1050c&e=[UNIQID]&c=5b7244f7b7
http://www.twitter.com/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://mailchimp.com/
mailto:%3C%3CEmail%20Address%3E%3E
https://wisc.us19.list-manage.com/about?u=a8ac0a537864a1f0fb582f34c&id=d795b1050c&e=[UNIQID]&c=5b7244f7b7
https://wisc.us19.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=a8ac0a537864a1f0fb582f34c&id=d795b1050c&e=[UNIQID]&c=5b7244f7b7
https://wisc.us19.list-manage.com/profile?u=a8ac0a537864a1f0fb582f34c&id=d795b1050c&e=[UNIQID]
http://www.mailchimp.com/monkey-rewards/?utm_source=freemium_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=monkey_rewards&aid=a8ac0a537864a1f0fb582f34c&afl=1

