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A Note from the WPHRN Co-Director
Hello colleagues!  Thank you for participating in this academic-practice
partnership called WPHRN. As you know, partnerships between academia,
practice, and communities develop to achieve common purposes and, when
done well, have mutual benefits for everyone involved. Academic-practice-
community partnerships in the public health realm (like WPHRN) can also
have an impact on improving population health and reducing health
disparities. 

Deputy Surgeon General RADM Sylvia Trent-Adams visited the UW-Madison
School of Nursing recently.  I had the opportunity to listen as she responded
to questions about public health research and public health policy. I took away two ideas that I think are
relevant to WPHRN. To do relevant public health and public health policy research requires that we know
our populations…and that we understand what drives community stakeholders. Our network of
researchers and practitioners can help with this understanding when designing research projects and
translating research evidence to practice.  A second “take away” was the importance of succession-
planning…that is, mentoring the next generation of researchers and practitioners in order to continue our
efforts to improve population health. Again, WPHRN is open to students and early career public health
professionals and researchers…think about who you might invite to join and mentor to grow public health
practice-relevant research in Wisconsin.  We have an opportunity to spark new partnerships for public
health research at the networking event hosted by the Wisconsin Public Health Association at the
Madison Club on October 23.  I look forward to seeing those of you in the Madison area at the event.
                                                                                       

Thank you, Susan Zahner, Professor, UW-Madison

Funding Opportunities

The WPHRN regularly reviews funding opportunities and compiles a list of those that may be relevant to
public health practice research. Use the funding opportunities to develop a research project for WPHRN
sponsorship or consider collaborating with the network on a research study or dissemination project. Click
here to review our list of funding opportunities.

Teen Sleep Habits Associated with Unsafe Behavior  

A study by Dr. Matthew Weaver et al. published in JAMA Pediatrics (online October 1, 2018.
doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2018.2777) indicates pervasive consequences of insufficient sleep may
underlie adolescent public health concerns. The study, reported on by CNN, found significantly increased

https://mailchi.mp/f2823124ce88/wphrn-october-newsletter?e=[UNIQID]
https://www.wpha.org/news/421800/WPHA-Southern-Regional-Meeting---Invitation-from-Your-Regional-Rep---October-23-.htm
https://wphrn.nursing.wisc.edu/resources-2/funding-opportunities/
https://www.cnn.com/2018/10/01/health/sleep-risky-behavior-teens-study/index.html


odds of unsafe behaviors among students in grades 9 through 12 who reported insufficient sleep. The
unsafe behaviors are common precursors to accidents and suicides. University of Wisconsin, School of
Nursing clinical professor Lori Anderson, PhD, RN, CPNP-PC, NCSN was a co-author.

Improving Flu Shot Acceptance

During the 2017-2018 flu season, 7,530 people in
Wisconsin were hospitalized due to flu-related
complications, and 379 people died – twice as
many as the year before – including three
children. With only 36% percent of state residents
getting the flu shot last year, there is room for
improvement this flu season, said State Health
Officer Karen McKeown. Nationally 43.3% of
adults received the flu vaccine in the 2016-2017
flu season, according to the CDC. A recent study
by Nowak, Cacciatore, and Len-Ríos (Int. J.
Environ. Res. Public Health 2018, 15, 711)
examined factors influencing adult acceptance of
the flu vaccine. It concluded that increasing flu
vaccination coverage in the U.S. requires a
greater focus on 19–64 year-olds. Efforts should
aim to: increase awareness of vaccination
recommendations; foster a sense of being
informed about the vaccination’s benefits and the
risks associated with non-vaccination; and
increase confidence that vaccination leads to
meaningful benefits.

 

Protect yourself and others by getting a flu shot.

Member Spotlight

Theresa Watts, RN, MPH is a PhD candidate at
the University of Wisconsin–Madison. Her
program of research incorporates population
health perspectives to identify health disparities
that form patterns of infectious diseases and
afflict the health of disadvantaged populations.
Theresa’s current research focuses on the
intersection between the opioid epidemic,
associated injection drug use, and rise in
hepatitis C virus infections among young adult
women. The goal of her research is to improve
prevention programs and health policy for women
who are at risk for or who are living with hepatitis
C virus.
 

Theresa will be presenting at the American Public
Health Association Annual Conference in San

Diego on Tuesday, November 13th from 9-9:15
a.m. on research exploring prenatal HBV, HCV,
and HIV disease testing among pregnant women
enrolled in Wisconsin Medicaid.

Theresa Watts, RN, MPH, cPhD 
 

Data Spotlight

https://apha.org/events-and-meetings/annual


The Public Health Activities and Services
Tracking (PHAST) project is housed at the
University of Washington and led by Dr. Betty
Bekemeier. The Uniform Chart of Accounts
Project is one of a variety supported by the
PHAST team. It’s an ongoing, multi-state study to
generate data and evidence for examining health
outcomes associated with public health services
and systems. PHAST invites public health
leaders from across the United States to join the
Uniform Chart of Accounts Project to align their
LHD’s financial data and compare it to other LHD
data nationwide.

Events & Professional Development 

WPHRN Meet and Greet at WPHA Southern Regional Meeting
Please join members of the Wisconsin Public Health Association (WPHA), Southern Region, and WPHRN
at a networking event organized by WPHA. The event will take place on October 23, 3-6 PM at the
Madison Club, 5 East Wilson St, Madison, WI. This is an opportunity to meet public health practitioners
and researchers and exchange ideas related to practice-relevant public health research. You can
RSVP here for this free event.

Conversations with Scientists - Immunology: The best offense is a good defense
Join the Advancing a Healthier Wisconsin Endowment's free, public learning series on Tuesdays, Oct. 16,
23, and 30 to explore the study of the immune system and how it interacts with the world around us (and
in us)! Register for here.

Climate and Health Webinar Series

Preparing for Climate Emergencies (Oct. 30)
Delivering Climate-Smart Health Care (Nov. 15)

Dissemination & Implementation Short Course
University of Wisconsin, Dejope Hall (Nov. 1-2)

4rd Annual Native Nations Nursing Summit
The University of Wisconsin-Madison School of Nursing, the Menominee Nation, the Native American
Center for Health Professionals (NACHP), and the Great Lakes Inter-Tribal Council, Inc. (GLITC) invite
you to attend this summit on building resilient nurses and tribal communities, Friday, November 16, 2018
from 8 am – 2 pm at the Menominee Casino Resort, N277 WI-47, Keshena, WI.  Registration is free. 

Investing in Research – Now Hiring!

The University of Wisconsin, School of Nursing (SON) is recruiting for three tenure track faculty positions
to expand research in critical areas, including population health (see PVL #95944 and #96191 at
https://jobs.wisc.edu/).  Additionally, the SON, the School of Human Ecology, and the Nelson Institute for
Environmental Studies are conducting an interdisciplinary cluster hire focused on the Native American
environment, health, and community. The position in the SON will focus on chronic disease prevention
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and management in the Native American context (see PVL # 95947). Check it out and spread the word!
Inquiries may also be sent to Dr. Susan Zahner at susan.zahner@wisc.edu.

Wisconsin Public Health Research Network
Linking and supporting public health practitioners and researchers in order to answer questions

and disseminate discoveries to improve public health practice and population health. 

Visit us at https://wphrn.nursing.wisc.edu/
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