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A Note from the WPHRN Project Manager
Hello WPHRN members, 

There are some exciting things I want to share with you this month:

A new WPHRN research brief summarizing the findings of a study on
groundwater well stewardship in Wisconsin
An update on the Uniform Chart of Accounts Project, including a link to the recent WPHRN
webinar on this topic
Information on an environmental public health tracking fellowship opportunity

Please see below for information on these and other items.

Thank you,
Paula Bizot, MS, RN

New WPHRN Brief: Groundwater Well Stewardship Among Wisconsin
Households
Approximately 940,000 households use private wells in Wisconsin. Currently, there is no required testing
for well owners, leaving about a quarter of Wisconsin’s drinking water unregulated and untested. To
quantify testing and treatment patterns of private well users in Wisconsin, Dr. Kristen Malecki, Associate
Professor at UW-Madison and Director of the Survey of the Health of Wisconsin (SHOW), worked with a
team of public health practitioners from the state health department and the Wisconsin DNR to better
understand the factors surrounding private-well stewardship decisions. The study found that only about
10% of respondents had tested their private well within the last year. Notably, over 25% of participants did
not know how to test their well water or what parameters to test. Further, 35% of individuals who found a
problem with their well opted to take no action. To address the findings in this
study, Malecki et al. suggest future targeted education and outreach efforts
to encourage proper well stewardship. Click here to read the WPHRN
research brief summarizing the findings of this important study, including
information on facilitators and barriers to well owners testing their well water. 
 

Alcohol-Related Deaths Increasing Nationwide

https://mailchi.mp/3e8e008f3c7d/wphrn-february-2020-newsletter?e=[UNIQID]
https://wphrn.nursing.wisc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/630/2020/02/2.12-Malecki-Research-Brief.pdf


Over the past 20 years, alcohol consumption and related hospital visits have increased throughout the
U.S. Dr. Aaron White from NIH’s National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism conducted a
retrospective study using death certificates from 1999-2017 to identify how these trends have affected
alcohol related mortality. At the end of the study, alcohol was found to play a role in over 2.5% of deaths in
the U.S. with the most common cause being due to liver disease. The highest rates of death were found
among individuals between the age of 45-74, but the most drastic increases have been found among
people aged 25-34 and women. This study further highlights the growing need to improve our approach
towards addressing alcohol as a public health threat. For more information about the report please check
out a summary posted by the NIH here or read the full article here.

Uniform Chart of Accounts Project Update

WPHRN has been working to bring Wisconsin health departments and public health researchers together
to support the Uniform Chart of Accounts (UCOA) project. Recently, WPHRN co-director, Dr. Susan
Zahner, co-hosted a webinar with the University of Washington Public Health Activities and Services
Tracking (PHAST) team to provide updates on how agencies participating in the UCOA project have
benefited from using the UCOA. The UCOA project aims to improve the operating efficiencies of public
health agencies by organizing the total costs of their programs and services into categories based on the
Foundational Public Health Services Model.
 
Wisconsin currently has five local health departments participating in the UCOA project. Wauwatosa
Health Department is one of the five. Its health officer, Laura Conklin, participated in the webinar to share
the health department’s experience. She discussed the level of effort required to participate in the project,
and how Wauwatosa’s participation has allowed them a new way to look at their revenues and
expenditures as they move toward a Public Health 3.0 structure. Additionally, the UCOA has been a useful
tool to support discussions between the health department and city government about better integrating
foundational capabilities into the city’s financial system.
 
The UCOA project still has plenty of capacity to grow in Wisconsin, and the PHAST team is ready to
support health departments interested in participating.  If you would like to learn more about the project,
you can view the February 6th webinar here or contact WPHRN research project manager, Paula Bizot, at
pbizot@wisc.edu.

Environmental Public Health Tracking Fellowship Opportunity

The National Environmental Health Association (NEHA) is calling for applications for the 2020
Environmental Public Health Tracking: Tracking Mentoring Fellowship Program. This is a great opportunity
for local health departments to submit a proposal to work on an environmental project that utilizes
Wisconsin Tracking data. Fellowship awardees will work with and be provided mentoring from their state’s
tracking program grantee, which for Wisconsin is the Department of Health Services, Environmental
Public Health Tracking Program. Local health departments receiving the fellowship will be awarded a
stipend of $2500. The state tracking program mentoring the local health department will also receive a
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stipend of $1500. Rock County was awarded funding last year for this fellowship. They worked with
Wisconsin Tracking to put their Nitrate Risk Mapping Tool on the Rock County Public Health website. The
deadline to apply is February 28, 2020. More details can be found here.

La Follette Forum on Health Policy

The La Follette School of Public Affairs at UW-Madison recently announced its inaugural La Follette
Forum. The first conference being held on March 2, 2020 will bring together researchers, policymakers,
practitioners, and community leaders to engage in conversation about innovative solutions to health policy
challenges to improve the lives of Wisconsin’s residents. Registration for the daylong conference at the
Monona Terrace Community & Convention Center in Madison is free but registration is required. Click
here for details and registration.

Funding Opportunities
The WPHRN regularly reviews funding opportunities and compiles a list of those that may be relevant to
public health practice research. Use the funding opportunities to develop a research project for WPHRN
sponsorship or consider collaborating with the network on a research study or dissemination project. Click
here to review our list of funding opportunities.

Wisconsin Public Health Research Network
Linking and supporting public health practitioners and researchers in order to answer questions and

disseminate discoveries applicable to improving practice and population health.

Visit us at https://wphrn.nursing.wisc.edu/
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