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July 2020 Edition

A Message from WPHRN Leadership

At this time, when decades-old public health
prevention and control efforts are under scrutiny,
the work highlighted in this issue of the
newsletter reinforces faith in the profession.
We’re taking on the challenges, we’re looking at
them from different perspectives, and we’re
finding new ways to approach the work to be
done. Public health professionals are helping
partners reframe the narrative by thinking about
the impact of disease and mitigation efforts on
their organizations, populations and communities.

WPHRN’s mission is to link and support public
health practice professionals and public health
researchers to answer questions and
disseminate discoveries applicable to improving
public health practice and population health. This
issue of the newsletter includes opportunities to
look closer at the long-term impacts of the
pandemic on mental wellbeing, economic status
and social determinants of prosperity. Food for
thought and invitations to engage in addressing
established population health concerns are also
highlighted.

Whether you work in the research side or the
practice side of public health, whether you focus
on public health operations or population health,
or perhaps you are a student exploring your
career path, the lessons and the need to reflect
on them have never been more numerous. We
have opportunities that come from this time both
in our vision for where public health must go in
the future, and how we must work together. I urge
you to find energy from camaraderie, be nimble
and creative, seek new paths and carry the torch
of evidence-based public health practice forward.

Angela Nimsgern, MPH, CPH
WPHRN Steering Committee Co-Chair

Participate in COVID-19 & Wisconsin Families Research Survey 

The COVID-19 pandemic has changed the lives of youth and families. Very little is known about how
these changes may further impact the mental health and general well-being of our citizens and
communities. The Building Resilience to Adversity & Violent Experiences (BRAVE) Research Center, led
by Dr. Ryan Herringa in the Department of Psychiatry at UW-Madison, wants to help us all understand
such impacts of the pandemic. Parents or caregivers of school-aged children between the ages of 6 and
17 years old are invited to participate in a remote research study. Study participation involves completing
a set of online surveys that may take up to one hour to complete. There is also an option for youth to
complete surveys in addition to their caregivers. You can visit https://brave.psychiatry.wisc.edu/ for
additional information, or you can go directly to the survey by clicking here. Please feel free to share study
information.

https://mailchi.mp/0095933d64cf/wphrn-july2020-newsletter-4806652?e=[UNIQID]
https://brave.psychiatry.wisc.edu/
https://redcap.ictr.wisc.edu/surveys/?s=33JL3NTH3H
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Survey of the Health of Wisconsin and DHS Launch COVID-19 Antibody Study
 
The Survey of the Health of Wisconsin (SHOW) program is partnering with the Department of Health
Services (DHS) on the Past Antibody COVID-19 Community Survey, or PACCS. The SHOW program
invited over 2,000 past participants to provide a small blood sample for coronavirus (COVID-19) antibody
testing. Participants were selected from 10 counties across the state and can schedule an appointment
during a two- to three-week window in each county. The project will consist of three waves of testing over
this year, providing an opportunity to monitor the prevalence and duration of immunity against COVID-19.
Recruitment started July 6th, and the goal is to finish the first wave by mid-August. To date, the project
has over 700 appointments scheduled. Project researchers and staff are appreciative of the local health
departments’ and community sites’ support, without which this initiative would not have been possible.

COVID-19: A Fair and Just Recovery 
The University of Wisconsin Population Health Institute (UWPHI) has launched a new webpage, COVID-
19: A Fair and Just Recovery, to share curated COVID-19 resources focused on the social determinants
of health and health equity.  The COVID-19 pandemic continues to affect communities across Wisconsin
and the nation, underscoring the long-standing structures and policies that have created deep inequities in
health and well-being. The UWPHI team compiled these resources to focus the conversation and actions
across the state on those response and recovery strategies that will address the root causes of these
inequities and create opportunities for better health for all. 

1000 Hometown Heroes: Seeking Your Help to Effect COVID-Related Behavior
Change

Researchers at the Medical College of Wisconsin (MCW) recently received
Advancing the Health of Wisconsin funding to support COVID-19 prevention
through the promotion of population-level adherence to public health steps to
contain transmission.  Research has shown that personally-known and trusted
leaders within social networks— friends, neighbors, and other network members
—can be engaged as effective health behavior change advocates to their peers.
 1000 Hometown Heroes is a social movement looking to such people to promote
the sharing of COVID-19-related information, resources, and support.  The MCW

team is using Facebook as its platform and is committed to providing accurate and up to date information
about COVID-19, local resources, and how race issues relate to COVID-19 disparities. 

If you personally or as part of an organization use social media, you can support this project by enrolling
as an influencer (hometown hero) and filling out a brief survey so project researchers can contact you in
the future for feedback related to the campaign.  Please contact Erika Christenson at
erchristenson@mcw.edu with questions or to share relevant resources or information you think should be
shared through this project. 

Cough Visualization Illustrates Benefits of Wearing a Good Mask

In a new video, University of Wisconsin–Madison engineer Scott Sanders, PhD demonstrates how
droplets from a cough escape from or remain inside masks of varying styles and materials.

https://uwphi.pophealth.wisc.edu/covid-19-a-fair-and-just-recovery/
https://www.facebook.com/1000HometownHeroes/
https://edrc.mcw.edu/redcap/surveys/?s=RKTJRNJPFN
https://news.wisc.edu/coughing-visualization-illustrates-the-benefits-of-wearing-a-good-mask/?fbclid=IwAR0347CFLLSlQrFNjDOJUKT-GO0kv91UIqP8WwHmblei2mFRiiCF2iigbQs
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Member Publication- Survey of Radon Testing and Mitigation in Wisconsin 
 
WPHRN members Ryan Denu, MD, PhD, Tamara LeCaire, PhD, and Kristen Malecki, PhD, MPH along
with others recently published an article entitled “Survey of Radon Testing and Mitigation by Wisconsin
Residents, Landlords, and School Districts” in the Wisconsin Medical Journal. Radon, which is prevalent
in the upper Midwest, is the second-leading cause of lung cancer in the United States and the leading
cause of lung cancer in nonsmokers. The study aimed to assess radon testing and mitigation practices
among residential homeowners, landlords, and school districts in Wisconsin. Results indicate
approximately 30% of Wisconsin homeowners have tested their properties for radon. Similarly, 31.0% of
Wisconsin landlords (40/129) and 35.1% of Wisconsin school districts (78/222) have tested their schools
for radon. Of homeowners with elevated radon, about 60% mitigated. School districts whose radon levels
tested high most commonly did not mitigate, with costs and/or lack of funding cited as the most common
barrier. 

Dr. Denu was also featured on channel 3000
news related to legislative efforts to limit radon
exposure in Wisconsin and his work with the
Wisconsin Radon Coalition, which he founded to
help advocate for such protections. If you are
interested in joining the coalition, you can send
an email to wisconsinradoncoalition@gmail.com.

Data Spotlight- NACCHO Research Briefs Present LHD Capacity Data 
The National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO) recently released two research
briefs. The first presents data about local health department (LHD) capacity to conduct pandemic
response and preparedness prior to COVID-19, using data from NACCHO's National Profile of Local
Health Departments study. The second presents updated data on workforce and financial trends in LHDs
over the past decade. The research briefs are available here.  

Participate in Tick Research 
You and those in your community can participate in tick research! The Midwest
Center of Excellence for Vector-Borne Disease, located at UW-Madison and
directed by Susan Paskewitz, PhD and Lyric Bartholomay, PhD, has been doing
novel research using a free smartphone app, “The Tick App.” The app assists
researchers in determining behaviors that increase the risk of contact with ticks. It
advances tick research through the engagement of individuals. Click here to learn
more about this research and the Tick App.  

UW-Madison Prevention Research Center Small Grant Opportunity 
The UW-Madison Prevention Research Center (UWPRC) has launched its first annual small grant
competition to support research promoting maternal and child health and health equity.  The complete
request for applications can be accessed on the UWPRC website.  These grants are intended to support
small-scale and innovative research projects, especially those that will provide preliminary data leading to
larger research efforts. Proposals should fall under the core research areas of the UWPRC, which include
population health and wellbeing, health equity, or disease prevention for women, children, and families.
 All UW-Madison faculty, scientists, and post-doctoral fellows conducting health promotion or disease

https://wmjonline.org/118no4/denu/
https://www.channel3000.com/researcher-pushes-for-regulation-to-control-exposure-to-cancer-causing-gas/
mailto:wisconsinradoncoalition@gmail.com
http://nacchoprofilestudy.org/reports-publications/
http://mcevbd.wisc.edu/
https://thetickapp.org/
https://wphrn.nursing.wisc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/630/2020/07/Tick-App-launch-2020.pdf
https://prc.wisc.edu/2020/07/06/uwprc-small-grants-program-request-for-applications/
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prevention research at UW-Madison are invited to apply.  Please email the UWPRC (prc@wisc.edu) with
any questions about this funding opportunity.  Applications are due by August 17th, 2020. 

Events & Professional Development 
Addressing Systemic Racism: Reframing and Reforming our Health and Health Care Systems
Presented by UW-Madison Center for Community Engagement and Health Partnership in Milwaukee
July 17 from 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Register for free here.

Innovative Data Collection Techniques for Qualitative Health Research Webinar
Offered by the UW ICTR Qualitative & Mixed Methods Research Educational Resources
July 24 from 3:00 – 4:15 pm via Webex
To attend, please RSVP to Nora Jacobson (najacobson@wisc.edu) by July 20. 

Hot Topics in Practice
This monthly webinar forum, put on by the Northwest Center for Public Health Practice, discusses issues
currently affecting public health practice. Next webinar:
Wednesday, July 29 at 3 CT
Topic: Public Health Leadership in Times of Crisis
Register for free here.

Compounding Crises Recorded Webinar 
The Sierra Club, Wisconsin Environmental Health Network, and Wisconsin Health Professionals for
Climate Action teamed up last month to present on the intersection of climate change, pandemics, public
health, and fossil fuels. The recorded webinar is available here and features expert speakers, Dr. Claire
Gervais, Dr. Jonathan Patz, and Dr. Al Armendariz.

Customized COVID-19 Contact Tracing Training for Health Departments
Supporting health departments and the growing number of COVID-19 contact tracers, the Public Health
Foundation (PHF) is developing robust and customized contact tracing curriculums for health
departments, at no cost and taking little agency time. To get started, click here.

RWJF Research-in-Progress Webinar Series
This ongoing webinar series enables investigators whose awards are in-process or completed to share
their work and disseminate findings more rapidly. Investigators report on research on systems and
services to build a culture that enables all in our society to lead healthier lives.

Funding Opportunities

The WPHRN regularly reviews funding opportunities and compiles a list of those that may be relevant to
public health practice and practice-related research. Use the funding opportunities to develop a research
project for WPHRN sponsorship or consider collaborating with the network on a research study or
dissemination project. Click here to review our list of funding opportunities.

Wisconsin Public Health Research Network
Linking and supporting public health practitioners and researchers in order to answer questions

and disseminate discoveries to improve public health practice and population health. 

https://ictr.wisc.edu/event/addressing-systemic-racism-reframing-and-reforming-our-health-and-health-care-systems/
https://bit.ly/2ZtJNJr
https://ictr.wisc.edu/event/innovative-data-collection-techniques-for-qualitative-health-research/
http://www.nwcphp.org/training/hot-topics-in-practice
https://www.nwcphp.org/training/public-health-leadership-during-crisis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f27lurVEtmM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f27lurVEtmM
http://www.phf.org/resourcestools/Pages/default.aspx?showResources=false&type=Training
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSerb1tO-AY76ejVszPfl5RXU1x7pJCQHPYCVZE3OkeluHDjKw/viewform
http://systemsforaction.org/research-progress-webinars
https://wphrn.nursing.wisc.edu/resources-2/funding-opportunities/


7/29/2020 Campaign Overview | Mailchimp

https://us19.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/show?id=4806652 5/5

Visit us at https://wphrn.nursing.wisc.edu/

No longer want to receive these emails?
You can unsubscribe from this list.

https://wphrn.nursing.wisc.edu/
mailto:Pbizot@wisc.edu?subject=Unsubscribe%20from%20WPHRN%20newsletter&body=You%20will%20be%20removed%20from%20our%20newsletter%20distribution.%20We%27re%20sorry%20to%20see%20you%20go.

