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A Note from the WPHRN Co-Director

What a difference three months can make!  As
you all know, the COVID-19 pandemic has
required public health practice to shift priorities in
order to address this unprecedented
communicable disease emergency and provide
leadership to communities on staying safe,
flattening the curve, and utilizing scarce
resources wisely. Researchers have also been
affected by the pandemic. Some research has
been paused due to the inability to recruit or
interact face to face with participants. One
example of that is the New to Public Health
Residency project (Zahner, PI), which in March
was gearing up to recruit public health
professionals to participate in a 6-month newly
adapted residency program. Given the changed
priorities and capacity of public health
departments, this project is now on hold while
exploring other ways to support the public health
workforce.  Other WPHRN researchers have
pivoted their attention to projects that support
pandemic response. In this issue of our
newsletter you will read about rapidly emerging
research and practice collaborations supported
by WPHRN that address the COVID-19
pandemic.

Start-up of these efforts was greatly facilitated by
our prior work that has built a network of
relationships between public health practice
professionals and public health researchers in
Wisconsin. Just as the concept of “we are all in
this together” is an essential message in support
of successful individual and collective COVID-19
response, so is collaboration the driving force
behind our network. My hope is that WPHRN
members…public health practitioners,
researchers, and students…will continue to work
together creatively to address this great public
health challenge. 

Susan Zahner, DrPH, RN, FAAN
UW-Madison, School of Nursing

COVID Smartphone App for Wisconsinites

A multi-disciplinary team from UW-Madison has created a smartphone
app and website called COVID-19 Wisconsin Connect (CWC) to
support Wisconsinites. The basic goal of the app is to supplement the
work of the Wisconsin Department of Health Services, curating key
COVID-19 information and dispelling misinformation, making it very accessible. The app also provides a
way for people to ask questions, give and get social support, and practice calming exercises.  CWC is
based on an evidence-based technology shown to improve quality of life for patients and family members
with various health concerns, including cancer, HIV, substance abuse, and aging. Some WPHRN

https://mailchi.mp/dce15ae29038/wphrn-october-newsletter-4413896?e=[UNIQID]
http://www.covid19wisconsinconnect.org/
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members have supported the content development and launch of this app. The app is created by the UW-
Madison Center for Health Enhancement System Studies with Dr. David Gustafson as PI, and Dr. Ryan
Westergaard (State Chief Medical Officer and Epidemiologist) and Dr. Marie-Louise Mares (from
Communication Arts) as co-PIs. Funding for this project was provided by the UW School of Medicine and
Public Health from the Wisconsin Partnership Program.

Wisconsin COVID Symptom Tracker

Amy Kalkbrenner, PhD, MPH of UW-Milwaukee Zilber School of Public Health has developed an online
confidential symptom tracker to better understand COVID-19 in Wisconsin.  WeCountCOVID19.com is a
survey with the goal of helping to understand people's experiences of COVID-19 symptoms and other
illnesses by neighborhood and time, giving a very important picture in addition to lab testing.  The survey,
available in English and Spanish, should be filled out at the time of sickness, whether or not the person
has been tested for coronavirus.  It is open to people 18 years or older, and parents may report for their
children younger than 18.  The more people who take the survey and whose voices are heard, the better
the information available. Please share this link with your communities: WeCountCOVID19.com.  

Risk for Severe COVID Reports
Available to Health Departments

With the onset of COVID-19, the UW-Madison
Neighborhood Health Partnership Program team
realized  they could use their reporting
infrastructure to rapidly produce reports by zip
code to convey information about the numbers
and/or prevalence of individuals at risk for severe
COVID-19 based on the risk factors published by
the CDC.  The team reached out to WPHRN to
help vet and disseminate project information.
County-specific reports for Wisconsin are now
available to public health organizations and
decision makers in Wisconsin. The reports
provide information on risk factors for each ZIP in
the county. They are intended to be an additional
tool that decision makers can utilize when
assessing their communities and planning their
response to COVID-19.

You can request reports for the populations you
serve here or contact Jessica Bonham Werling
at jessica.bonhamwerling@wisc.edu for more
information.

https://center.chess.wisc.edu/
https://www.wecountcovid19.com/
https://www.wecountcovid19.com/
https://nhp.wisc.edu/
https://wisc.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a8ac0a537864a1f0fb582f34c&id=414167b4cc&e=bdf79e0eb7
https://care.nursing.wisc.edu/2020/04/28/public-health-partnerships-and-prevention-during-the-pandemic/
https://uwmadison.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0jRpaIUXibeQrrf
mailto:jessica.bonhamwerling@wisc.edu
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Member Spotlight-
Bridging Research, Primary Care, and Public Health
 
Jonathan Temte, MD, PhD has served the public health community in
Wisconsin in a number of ways, including as the associate dean for public
health and community engagement at the UW School of Medicine and
Public Health, the chair of the Wisconsin Council on Immunization
Practices, a family medicine physician, and as the medical director for
Public Health Madison & Dane County.

Though particularly timely now, Dr. Temte’s work has long focused on the
surveillance of respiratory viruses, especially influenza. He has worked in
collaboration with the Wisconsin State Laboratory of Hygiene in building a program for respiratory virus
surveillance based on primary care systems. The program uses data generated by a number of his own
projects, including a large-scale surveillance initiative in which he has monitored respiratory virus cases
reported in five primary care centers for the last 11 years. This study has generated information on almost
7,000 cases of acute respiratory infections. Building off this work, Dr. Temte’s ORCHARDS (Oregon
School District Child Absenteeism Due to Respiratory Diseases Study) provides surveillance data related
to the Oregon School District. ORCHARDS is an observational study in which researchers compared
absenteeism data among Oregon, WI schools to clinical community data on influenza to see if
absenteeism data can help identify influenza patterns in the community. The data from these studies is
providing core information that will be necessary for testing a variety of hypotheses on respiratory virus
control and surveillance. Dr. Temte says insights gained from evaluating influenza in school populations
can help to understand school closure as a mitigating approach to COVID-19, and the inherent dangers of
school re-opening.

Member Publication-
Implementing Novel Respiratory Virus Testing Methods in Long-Term Care Facilities 
 
Jonathan Temte, MD, PhD, of the UW-Madison Department of Family Medicine and Community Health
recently co-authored a study investigating the potential of utilizing as surveillance sites long-term care
facilities that provide point-of-care rapid influenza diagnostic testing for acute respiratory diseases.
According to the CDC, rapid influenza diagnostic tests are “immunoassays that identify the presence of
viral nucleoprotein antigens in respiratory specimens and display the result in a qualitative way.” This
study is a sub-study based off a larger prospective trial Dr. Temte is involved with that is testing rapid
diagnostic tests in 10 long-term care facilities in Wisconsin. Findings from this sub-study suggest that
implementation of rapid influenza diagnostic testing in long-term care facilities would create a valuable
opportunity for influenza and other respiratory disease surveillance and could provide additional insights to
the prevalence of respiratory viruses in long-term care facilities. The full article, Evaluation of Viruses
Associated With Acute Respiratory Infections in Long-Term Care Facilities Using a Novel Method:
Wisconsin, 2016‒2019, was published earlier this year in the Journal of the American Medical Directors
Association. 

Member Discusses Conspiracies in Public Health with Cap Times 

WPHRN member Ajay Sethi, PhD, MHS, director of the UW-Madison Master of Public Health program,
talked to the Cap Times about his course called Conspiracies in Public Health. Next semester, he’ll add
COVID-19 to his past topics of vaccine, fluoridation, and HIV conspiracy theories. Check out the Cap
Times article here.

https://www.jamda.com/article/S1525-8610(19)30653-X/fulltext
https://madison.com/ct/news/local/q-a-ajay-sethi-dispels-covid-19-conspiracies/article_51c3e67e-4646-5531-86fc-0f13c6d57ea7.html#tracking-source=home-top-story
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Events & Professional Development 

WPHRN and Survey of the Health of Wisconsin (SHOW) Webinar
Tuesday, June 9th from 1 to 2pm, WPHRN and SHOW are hosting a webinar titled "Using the Survey of
the Health of Wisconsin to Address Public Health Community Needs." SHOW is a health research
infrastructure that offers numerous opportunities for linking Wisconsin public health practice and research.
Join this webinar to learn how SHOW staff and data can be a resource for addressing your public health
practice needs. Background information will be given as well as examples of past collaborative projects,
including:

biomonitoring of environmental exposure to metals and chemicals in Milwaukee angler populations
assessing Brown County's priority community health needs
surveying radon and carbon monoxide testing to inform recommendations and educational
materials

We will also describe SHOW's recent COVID-19 projects and steps involved in collaborating with
SHOW.  Attendance is free. Please register here to receive the link to join the webinar. This webinar will
be recorded for post session viewing. 

CleanMed Virtual Series
Building community health and resilience beyond COVID-19
May 27th from 1 to 2pm
Register here.

2020 Water@UW-Madison Spring Symposium
The “Working Together to Address Water Challenges – UW-Madison and State Government” symposium
was held online on May 5th. It featured paired talks by UW-Madison researchers and state agency leaders
on topics including drinking water, PFAS, human health, agriculture, and built environment. A recording of
the symposium can be viewed here.

RWJF Research-in-Progress Webinar Series
This ongoing webinar series enables investigators whose awards are in-process or completed to share
their work and disseminate findings more rapidly. Investigators report on research on systems and
services to build a culture that enables all in our society to lead healthier lives.

Funding Opportunities

The WPHRN regularly reviews funding opportunities and compiles a list of those that may be relevant to
public health practice and practice-related research. Use the funding opportunities to develop a research
project for WPHRN sponsorship or consider collaborating with the network on a research study or
dissemination project. Click here to review our list of funding opportunities.

Wisconsin Public Health Research Network
Linking and supporting public health practitioners and researchers in order to answer questions

and disseminate discoveries to improve public health practice and population health. 

https://uwmadison.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_4NIpdrpFVMYJGBL
https://uwmadison.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_4NIpdrpFVMYJGBL
https://noharm-uscanada.org/articles/news/us-canada/virtual-session-building-community-health-and-resilience-beyond-covid-19
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/8615894831839/WN_At5QrFzrRBuN8A2IU2-61A
https://water.wisc.edu/2020springsymposium/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcxDshXEJMmAB_ogEgyU9JQ/?guided_help_flow=5
http://systemsforaction.org/research-progress-webinars
https://wphrn.nursing.wisc.edu/resources-2/funding-opportunities/
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Visit us at https://wphrn.nursing.wisc.edu/

No longer want to receive these emails?
You can unsubscribe from this list.

https://wphrn.nursing.wisc.edu/
mailto:Pbizot@wisc.edu?subject=Unsubscribe%20from%20WPHRN%20newsletter&body=You%20will%20be%20removed%20from%20our%20newsletter%20distribution.%20We%27re%20sorry%20to%20see%20you%20go.

